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Brian Van Hall   Executive Director, CURE Niger
Brian is a retired U.S. Army Medical Service Corps officer, bringing over 22 years of leadership 
experience in operations and administration across diverse settings. Prior to joining CURE,  
Brian was the Director of Operations for a non-profit health system in Michigan. Brian and his 
wife, Beth, have been happily married for 24 years and are blessed with an amazing 13-year old 
son, Ethan. 

George Gâvruş   Executive Director, CURE Afghanistan
Originally from Romania, George has spent eight years in Afghanistan and has a strong connection 
to the culture. His experience in Afghanistan includes coordinating relief projects, helping establish 
a dental clinic, teaching leadership classes, co-leading a school for kids, and managing a few small 
businesses. He and his wife, Georgiana, have two children, Aida and Paul. 

Charles Howard   Operations Director, CURE Hydrocephalus
Charles has extensive experience in leadership and management, including six years as the 
Executive Director of CURE Uganda. He most recently spent time as a professor at Kutztown 
University in Pennsylvania and is doing his PhD research in Decision Making in Organizations 
Caring for Highly Vulnerable Children. Charles and his wife, Melissa, have three daughters, Elyse, 
Bri, and Julia.

Scott Reichenbach   Operations Director, CURE Clubfoot Worldwide
Scott pioneered the post-residency program at Samaritan’s Purse/World Medical Mission from its 
infancy, growing the team from 3 to 93 physicians serving at various hospitals worldwide. He also 
served as the Medical Response Coordinator on the Samaritan’s Purse Incident Response team for 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005 and the earthquake in Haiti in 2010. Scott and his wife, Rachel, have 
three children, Benjamin, Anna, and Julia.
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TURNING HURTING
INTO HEALING
by Jess Johns
 

After losing his wife of 20 years, Bruce Smith was motivated 
to make an impact with the remainder of his life. He 
signed up for medical training. When most men his age 
were retiring, Bruce was becoming a licensed orthopedic 
technician. Bruce’s search for a meaningful way to use his 
new skills led him to CURE. He volunteered for a nine-week 
trip to CURE Dominican Republic.
 
The first time Bruce walked into the CURE hospital, he was 
overwhelmed by the prominence of faith. He was surprised 
to see all of the staff members in daily devotionals together 
-- doctors and nurses singing and praying with the kitchen 
staff! Bruce had no problem transitioning to this faith-filled 
workplace. He prayed before every surgery and after every 
office consultation. Nothing was done by Bruce without 
calling on the name of Jesus first.
 
Bruce gave three months of his life to the kids at our hospital 
in the Dominican Republic. God used Bruce’s hands to cast 
children’s feet and alter the course of their lives forever. He 
also used these children to change Bruce. With a newfound 
desire to improve his Spanish and learn the Ponseti method 
of healing clubfoot, Bruce’s relationship with CURE has only 
just begun.

by Joel Worrall
 

May was an important month for CURE. We held 
two pilot events in Central Pennsylvania to launch 
the new CUREkids monthly giving program. We are 
grateful for our partners in this effort:  the Word 
FM radio network and LCBC, a multi-campus church. 
The launch was a success! We now have several 
hundred families enrolled who will change the lives 
of dozens of kids this year.
 
Here’s how the monthly program works: when you sign up for a gift of $35/month, we’ll introduce 
you to a new CUREkid every month. Your donation will go towards covering the cost of their 
care, and you will have the opportunity to receive updates on their progress and send them a 
get well message. Every month, you’ll get to see the impact your gift is having in real-time. You 
will know you are making a difference, providing healing for children who have known a life of 
pain and rejection. You and your family can be a hero to a new child every month. To sign up,  
visit cure.org/hero.

Bruce in action in the Dominican Republic

GET REAL-TIME UPDATES EVERY 
MONTH FROM CUREkids



It was my first visit to a CURE hospital, and I 
thought I had an idea of what would happen 
at the clubfoot clinic we were scheduled to 
document on our first day in the Dominican 
Republic: kids would come in, doctors would 
perform treatments, staff would be helpful, 
families would leave happy. But the actual 
experience was much different than my 
original assumption.
 
From behind the lens of my camera, I saw lives 
being changed. The changes weren’t limited 
to little legs being shaped by corrective casts; 
life-change was also present in the palpable 
relief of every family member with every 
child. From the moment strips of plaster 
were applied, so too, was hope. Hope had 
found them and was actively changing the 
future of their family.
 
This process, from shallow idea to rich 
experience, was repeated time and time 
again throughout the week. Never was 
this more true than on the final day of the 
trip in an interview with a mom named 
Kenia and her one-year-old son, Isai, who 
was born with clubfoot and had surgery at  
CURE Dominicana.
 
When our interview began, the first thing 
we were told was that Kenia was very self-
conscious and didn’t like to have her picture 
taken. That’s not abnormal; many people 
don’t like to have their picture taken. But it 
was different for Kenia.
 
Through tears, she explained:
 
“I do not like to talk about this, but the day 
[the Spiritual Ministry team] came to my 
home – and you have done this this three 
times now – you always bring me groceries. 
I hate talking about this. But we have days 
that we do not eat. And every time that you 

have come and have blessed me with food is 
the time when we are the most hungry and 
it has been days without us eating.
 
People would see me and think that I am fat 
and that I have money and that I’m eating a 
lot. But as a matter of fact, it’s that I’m not 
eating, and I just don’t say anything.”

I sat on a park bench with Elba, our Spiritual 
Director at CURE Dominicana, and Kenia, and 
we listened to her story. Tears streamed down 
our faces as we understood the complex 
conflict that existed in her situation. Kenia’s 
reality was much different than the idea 
most people had about her, and it was clear 
how damaging that incorrect perception was 
to her own sense of self-worth.
 
Kenia endures the looks, comments, and 
“advice” that come with being on the wrong 
end of a false assumption. Our kids often 
deal with that, too. Cultural beliefs tend to 
mark disabilities as a curse and the disabled 
as bewitched. But the reality is disabled 
kids are just kids who are hurting and need 
spiritual, emotional, and physical healing.
 
Isai received that healing at CURE Dominicana, 
and as she remarked during our interview, so 
did Kenia and her family:
 
“Just a simple thank you is not enough. I 
cannot tell you all the things that you have 
done, all the things that you have changed, 
how you have transformed my life and my 
family’s life.”
 
For Kenia and for me, it became apparent 
that what we experience trumps what we 
perceive – whether that experience looks like 
the tangible love of Jesus in bags of groceries 
and a listening ear or the humble realization 
that our assumptions were wrong.

I THOUGHT I KNEW 
WHAT TO EXPECT
by Beka Watts

Healing as 
Worship
by Dale Brantner, 
President & CEO

Earlier this year I traveled 
to CURE Zambia with a 
group of church leaders. 
I asked a good friend of 
mine, Tich Dzinotyiwei, to 
join us. Tich was one of my 
best students when I led 
the Theological College 

of Zimbabwe, and he went on to become the 
head of his denomination, working with Baptist 
congregations all over Zimbabwe.

On this trip, we had the opportunity to be in the 
operating room and observe our neurosurgeon, 
Dr. Kachinga Sichizya, as he operated on a baby 
with hydrocephalus, a fatal condition where excess 
fluid accumulates in and around the brain. When 
Kachinga is in the operating room, he begins by 
praying for the patient and the procedure. He 
sings worship songs during the surgery, creating 
an atmosphere in the operating room that is 
unlike anything I have experienced outside of a
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MEET EVELYN
Evelyn was born with clubfeet. Her parents were shocked; 
they had never seen a child born with a disability before, and 
Evelyn’s was severe. They worried that her condition was the 
result of a curse from God because of their sins. When Evelyn’s 
father heard that CURE had come to do a mobile clinic near 
their town, he ran to the clinic site as fast as he could. He 
was met with good news: Evelyn’s clubfeet could be corrected 
through surgery at CURE Malawi! Now that Evelyn has been 
healed, her parents know that God doesn’t curse His children; 
He cares for them.

HELP A CHILD LIKE EVELYN TODAY!
Return the envelope with your donation to CURE.

before after

CURE hospital.

The baby in surgery this day had an infection 
as well as hydrocephalus, which made the 
procedure a delicate one. We watched in wonder 
as Kachinga operated, successfully, to save the 
baby’s life. As the surgery wrapped up and we 
exited the operating room, I turned to my friend 
and said, “How was that, Tich?” The first time 
witnessing a major surgery can often be difficult, 
and I wanted to see how well he had fared. Tich 
looked back with tears running down his face. 
This experienced churchman, who has spent years 
participating in services in a different church 
every Sunday, pulled down his surgical mask and 
said, “Dale, that was by far the most profound 
worship service I’ve ever attended.”

When we put God first and make him the focus 
of our life, every act of our lives becomes an 
act of worship. There in Zambia, the doctor 
and the nurses saw the work they were doing 
as an opportunity to glorify God. The result for 
the kids who come to us from a place of pain 
and rejection is profound. They receive physical, 
emotional, and spiritual healing… all in Jesus’ 
name. This is true worship.
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